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MINUTES OF INFORMATIONAL WORKSHOP 
October 18, 2018, 1:00 p.m. to 5:05 p.m. 
California Regional Water Quality Control Board  
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Palm Desert, CA 92260 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Roll Call (Board members only) and Introductions 
Nancy Wright, Buford Crites, Tom Davis, Ed Muzik, and Jayne Powell were present. The Board Clerk 
stated that a quorum was present. (Ms. Powell arrived at 1:10 p.m.) 

 
The workshop was called to order by Board Chair Nancy Wright at 1:00 p.m. on October 18, 2018 in 
Palm Desert, California. 
 
State and Regional Board Staff Present: 
Paula Rasmussen, Frank Gonzalez, Katharine Buddingh, Abdi Haile, Nadim Shukry-Zeywar, Joan 
Stormo, Kai Dunn, Mary Castaneda, Terry Barnes, Maria Davydova, Adriana Godinez, David Boyers, 
Susan Loscutoff, Paul Ciccarelli, Jennifer McGovern.  
 
Others Present  
Bruce Wilcox, California Natural Resources Agency, Salton Sea Management Program 
Mark Johnson, Salton Sea Coalition 
Wilfred Gonzalez, Coachella Valley Water District 
Matt Dessert, Imperial County Air Pollution Control District 
Thomas Brinkerhoff, Imperial County Air Pollution Control District 
Patrick Taber, Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Chuck Parker, Salton Sea Coalition 
Nicola Lakic, Geothermal Worldwide, Inc. 
Steve Bigley, Coachella Valley Water District 
Melanie Sotelo, CASC for Palm Springs 
Lillian Garcia, Member of the public 
Conchita Pozar, Member of the public 
Yesenia Pozar Gonzalez, Member of the public 
Art Gertz, Salton Sea Coalition 
Tom Sephton, Member of the public 
Juan DeLara, Salton Sea Action Committee 
Sara Toyoda, City of Indio 
Guadalupe Valenzuela, Border Patrol, El Centro 
Mike Matzke, Border Patrol, El Centro 
Katie Burnworth, Imperial Irrigation District 
Joanna Hoff, Imperial Irrigation District 
 
 
1. Enforcement Priorities Workshop 

Opening remarks were made by Frank Gonzalez, Assistant Executive Officer, summarizing the past 
year’s enforcement activities in the Colorado River Basin Region, the 2017 Policy on Supplemental 
Environmental Projects (SEP Policy), and proposed regional enforcement priorities. Colorado River 
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Basin Water Board staff also provided updates on enforcement activities within their respective 
units.   
 
David Boyers, Office of Enforcement, provided an overview of the enforcement process and an 
update on the SEP Policy. 
 
After discussion, general priorities for the region were identified and enforcement activities were 
prioritized with an emphasis on public outreach as per the Board’s recommendation.  
 
Speaker Cards: 

• Tom Sephton, Member of the public 
 

Chair Wright called a brief recess at 2:37 p.m. and reconvened the meeting at 2:52 p.m. 
 
 

2. Environmental Justice 
Maria Davydova, Environmental Scientist, provided an informational update on environmental 
justice (EJ) as it relates to EJ policy and EJ statistics for Coachella Valley and Imperial Valley. This 
included discussion of water quality issues in local disadvantaged communities, how to engage 
stakeholders and partners in addressing those issues, and current staff activities that support the 
State Water Board and Colorado River Basin Water Board’s EJ priorities and goals.  
 
Jennifer McGovern, Office of Enforcement, provided an overview of CalEPA’s Environmental 
Justice Task Force in the Imperial Valley and discussed its key findings. 
 
Board member Davis expressed a desire for greater public outreach in disadvantaged communities 
and asked staff to develop a strategy moving forward. 
 
Speaker Cards: 

• Joanna Hoff, Imperial Irrigation District 

• Lillian Garcia, Member of the public 

• Mark Johnson, Salton Sea Coalition 

• Conchita Pozar, Member of the public 
 
 

3. Salton Sea Update 
Bruce Wilcox of the California Natural Resources Agency provided an informational update on the 
status of Phase I of the Salton Sea Management Program.   
 
Speaker Cards: 

• Art Gertz, Salton Sea Coalition 

• Lillian Garcia, Member of the public 

• Conchita Pozar (via Interpreter), Member of the public 

• Yesenia Pozar Gonzalez (via Interpreter), Member of the public 

• Chuck Parker, Salton Sea Coalition 

• Nikola Lakic, Geothermal Worldwide, Inc. 

• Tom Spehton, Member of the public 
 
 

4. Tentative 2019 Regional Water Board Meeting Schedule 
The Board members discussed and established the 2019 Board Meeting and Workshop schedule. 
A copy of the 2019 schedule is posted on the Colorado River Basin Water Board’s website:  
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/coloradoriver/board_info/agenda/. 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/coloradoriver/board_info/agenda/
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5. Executive Officer’s Report  
Paula Rasmussen, Executive Officer, provided the Board with a brief update on the New River 
Improvement Project in Calexico. She noted that the Phase I contract is about 90 percent complete, 
with a final completion date of October 31, 2018. A meeting was held with the stakeholders and 
CalEPA regarding the CEQA process for the project. Once the design is completed, the City of 
Calexico will implement the construction.  She also noted that a Binational Technical Committee 
(BTC) meeting of the International Boundary and Water Commission (IBWC) would be held in 
Mexicali, Mexico the following week.  
 
 
Adjournment 
The Workshop was adjourned at 5:05 p.m. 


